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Presentation focus

 Is there a need for REDCap?

 What is REDCap?

 Tips and Tricks

 Live Demonstration



The MIGHTY Excel ……… but

 Issues with changes 

 People generally do not password protect

 Keep on USB

 Multiple versions running concurrently



REDCap – What is it?

 Web based data capturing system

 Designed as a self service system

 Easy to use

 Easy to set up

 East to export to common analysis tools

 Gives flexibility
(simple to sophisticated)

(NOTE: REDCap stands for Research Electronic Data Capture)



Accessible

Web-based access (Internet or Intranet access)

Direct data entry

Collaborative and Centralized Environment

Multi-site access for collaborations 

Reliable and Accurate

Maintains consistent and accurate data entry

Exports to common stat packages (SPSS, SAS, Stata, R/S-Plus) and Excel (csv 
format)

Provides an Audit Trail

Makes it easy to determine if you are missing data



Accountability: Audit logging functionality to track 
modifications and delimit responsibilities

REDCap Audit trails



By using Quality checks at point of entry and Data 
Quality functionality to assure Higher Quality analysis

Good Data Quality



Secure

• Locally installed within each Institution, under their own security environment

• Some security measures are password protected access, encrypted messages, 
access restricted to roles within each project

• Local support to end users includes training, support, troubleshooting and data 
storage

• Should have IM/IT support, including upgrades, regulatory documentation and 
backups 



But what is the real reason 
why you would use REDCap?



SOURCE: https://imgflip.com/memetemplate/126388784/Stop-Throwing-Away-Money

https://imgflip.com/memetemplate/126388784/Stop-Throwing-Away-Money


REDCap

 How can it be free????????

SOURCE: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRTrr-VFoX0w6beStX63Jo6E4wZLI1BSpT2Gk6zJg-_2EYXOQpxQg

https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRTrr-VFoX0w6beStX63Jo6E4wZLI1BSpT2Gk6zJg-_2EYXOQpxQg


REDCap

 WHERE IS IT?

 You most likely will have a choice of a few REDCap
installation to choose from

 Each institution will have it’s own rules/ 
guidelines/ set up

 Data should be stored on who ever is acting as the 
SPONSOR



REDCAP – What can it be used 
for? 

SOURCE: https://institute.eib.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/researchpic_orig.jpg

https://institute.eib.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/researchpic_orig.jpg


REDCap - Features

 Build databases

 Build surveys

 Scheduling

 Manage surveys respondents

 Skip logic

 Validation fields

 Calculated fields

 Ease of Collaboration

 API capabilities



HINT……..
REDCap will help with compliance 

and when you get audited

SOURCE: https://www.asalesguy.com/urgency-and-want-forecasting/

https://www.asalesguy.com/urgency-and-want-forecasting/


TIPS and Tricks – NUMBER ONE!

SOURCE https://cdn-images-1.medium.com/max/1200/1*sHrzFMglZjOeBMTlSOcgfg.jpeg

https://cdn-images-1.medium.com/max/1200/1*sHrzFMglZjOeBMTlSOcgfg.jpeg


TIPS and Tricks

 Keep it simple

 Speak to a Statistician 
early

 Make REDCap work for 
you

 Set up roles in user 
rights

 Use it in real time

 There are 1000’s of online 
resources – Use them

 Only capture information 
that is ethics approved.

 Use File Repository
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Make REDCap work for you

Create prompts

SOURCE: Yelena Fridgant’s Presentation



Make REDCap work for you

Create prompts
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TIPS and Tricks – NUMBER ONE!

TEST IT – Make sure it does what you 
intend it to do

SOURCE https://cdn-images-1.medium.com/max/1200/1*sHrzFMglZjOeBMTlSOcgfg.jpeg

https://cdn-images-1.medium.com/max/1200/1*sHrzFMglZjOeBMTlSOcgfg.jpeg


Scenario #1

You are involved in a research study where you need to collect 
a questionnaire every 2 months for a year.  You are hoping to 
recruit 100 participants and the questionnaire takes about 10 
minutes to fill out.



HINT…
Use REDCap to your advantage

SOURCE: http://www.ogroup.com.au/one-simple-way-work-smarter-not-harder/

https://www.asalesguy.com/urgency-and-want-forecasting/
http://www.ogroup.com.au/one-simple-way-work-smarter-not-harder/


Scenario #2

Build an online survey



Scenario #2

You have an meeting with your supervisor/ colleague and they 
are interested in a specific aspect of your study.  They ask for 
data on it.



Scenario #2

Build a custom report



Exporting a Report



Live Demo:

What could go wrong?

https://redcap.stvincents.com.au

https://redcap.stvincents.com.au/


Take home 
points

REDCap is easy to use and 
improves data security

Allows you to work smarter

Be confident – you will be 
able to use it!
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For more information, email me 
on 

christopher.rofe@svha.org.au

mailto:Christopher.rofe@svha.org.au
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