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Short-term safety of COVID-19 vaccines in Australia, clinical prediction 
models for mortality, effectiveness of vaccine mandates  

Peer reviewed journals featured: 
• A systematic review on COVID-19 pandemic measures and impact on cancer screening here 
• A meta-analysis on clinical prediction models for mortality in COVID-19 patients here 
• A narrative review on the biology of Omicron SARS-CoV-2 here 
• Randomised controlled trials of: 

o Saline nasal irrigation plus theophylline for treating COVID-19–related olfactory 
dysfunction here and associated commentary here 

o Hyperbaric oxygen therapy and neurocognitive functions in long COVID here 
o Tixagevimab–cilgavimab for treating hospitalised COVID-19 patients here and 

associated commentary here 
• Observational studies on: 

o The short term safety of COVID‐19 vaccines in Australia here 
o Factors associated with severe outcomes among immunocompromised adults 

hospitalised for COVID-19 here 
o Occupational differences in SARS-CoV-2 infection here 
o Long COVID and symptom trajectory in a representative sample of Americans here 
o The effect of COVID certificates on vaccination, health outcomes, and the economy here 
o Adaptive immune responses to SARS-CoV-2 in children here 

• An editorial on pulse oximetry and the pandemic here 
• Commentary on: 

o Effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccination mandates in improving uptake here 
o Decision-making on who to vaccinate first in a pandemic here 
o The UK’s health workforce continues to suffer from COVID-19 here 

Letters and correspondence discussed: 
• Clinical severity of Omicron lineage BA.2 infection compared with BA.1 infection in South Africa here 
  

The evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these links 
does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaoncology/fullarticle/2794149
https://www.bmj.com/content/378/bmj-2021-069881
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41564-022-01149-1
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaotolaryngology/fullarticle/2793987
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaotolaryngology/fullarticle/2793990
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-022-15565-0
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(22)00215-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(22)00222-3/fulltext#%20
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2022/217/4/short-term-safety-covid-19-vaccines-australia-ausvaxsafety-active-surveillance
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7127a3.htm?s_cid=mm7127a3_w
https://jech.bmj.com/content/early/2022/07/11/jech-2022-219101
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-022-15727-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-022-31394-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-022-31600-0
https://www.bmj.com/content/378/bmj-2022-071474
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)00875-3/fulltext
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-01899-2
https://www.bmj.com/content/378/bmj.o1702
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)00981-3/fulltext
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Pre-peer review articles featured: 
• Protection of SARS-CoV-2 natural infection against reinfection with BA.4 or BA.5 subvariants here 
• Manifestations associated with post-acute sequelae of COVID-19 (PASC) and new-onset psychiatric 

disease here 
• Post-COVID-19 diagnosis patterns here 
• Symptoms and viral kinetics of Omicron BA.1 and BA.2 infections here 
• Omicron BA.5 tropism, evasion of humoral responses and resistance to immunotherapies here 
• Anti-inflammatory immune signatures and metabolic alterations in Long COVID Syndrome here 
• Antibodies associated with critical COVID-19 and long COVID here 
• Enhanced innate immune suppression by Omicron subvariants BA.4 and BA.5 here 
• Clinical advancement of patients infected with Omicron variant in Shanghai, China here 
• Real-world experience with molnupiravir during the period of Omicron variant dominance here 
• Diagnostic accuracy of rapid antigen self-tests in asymptomatic people in the Omicron period here 

Guidance and reports 
• The World Health Organization published its weekly COVID-19 epidemiological report here 
• The National COVID-19 Clinical Evidence Taskforce released updated recommendations and 

clinical flowcharts here 
• The BMJ updated its best practice guide on COVID-19 here 

News and blogs 
• Canada to dispose of 13.6 million AstraZeneca doses owing to lack of demand here 
• The US FDA authorises pharmacists to prescribe paxlovid here 
• Long COVID patients travel abroad for “blood washing” here 
• WHO urges countries to plug immunity gaps as global infections rise here  
• Parts of England see hospital admissions more than double in two weeks here 
• Some NHS Hospitals and GP clinics return to universal mask wearing as rates rise here 
• COVID-19 from a cat, and pandemic death tolls here 
 

Click here to subscribe to, or unsubscribe from, the evidence digest. 

 

 

Living Evidence Tables  

Living Evidence tables are up-to-date summaries of emerging evidence. Tables are available on 
COVID-19 transmission, SARS-CoV-2 vaccines, and variants of concern, and post-acute sequelae of 
COVID-19 (long COVID). 
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