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Dressing decison making for burns  August 2024

Perform primary and secondary surveys

Mechanism 
Flame, electrical, oil, etc. or extended 

exposure to heat source

YES

Probable 
deeper burn 

Dress with:
• silver
• antimicrobial

Probable  
superficial burn 

Dress with:
• silicone
• hydrocolloid
• antimicrobial

Review in 3–7 days

Blister/skin loss/slippage present

YESNO

Mechanism 
Scald, flash flame, etc. or short  

exposure to heat source

Probable  
epidermal burn

• Apply moisturiser
• Provide education

NO

Capillary refill > 3 seconds

http://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/networks/burn-injury

